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Presentation from Sub-Consultant Team

On December 3rd, a Visioning Workshop was held at the Walkerville Brewery for the Walkerville Districting
Plan. The session was held between 6:30 pm and 8:30 pm and was attended by City of Windsor Staff
and members of the consultant team from Brook McIlroy Inc. The session was also attended by the subconsultant team from Letourneau Heritage Consulting Inc. A total of 56 participants signed into the
workshop, but more were in attendance.
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Purpose of Public Consultation
The purpose of the Visioning Workshop was to inform
participants about the Districting Plan’s purpose,
process, and expected outcomes. Participants
learned about Walkerville’s Evolution and growth
and were also able to provide their feedback through
various design and charrette style exercises.

Agenda
The agenda for the Visioning Workshops was as
follows:

The “I Love” and “I Wish” Exercise had participants
post stickers stating what they wish and what they
love about Walkerville. An aerial map was provided
and participants were encouraged to post the
stickers onto the map. The map and all stickers can
be found in Appendix A. Due to the high number of
participants and stickers, many stickers did not
spatially relate to specific areas on the map. Any
location-specific comments are highlighted below.
A summary of topics and comments include the
following:
“I Wish”
•

Walkability

•

Introduction;

•

•

“I Love” and “I Wish” and the Visual Preference
Study Exercise;

Numerous comments praised the overall
walkability of the Walkerville District.

•

Additional comments relating to
walkability included the need for car-free
streets, complete streets, safer crossing
opportunities along Wyandotte Street East,
and better access to the waterfront.

•

Formal Presentation on Walkerville’s
Evolution;

•

Public Square Design Exercise;

•

Sketch Your Walkerville Vision;

•

Conclusions.

•

Parks
•

Numerous comments were made relating
to the need for better connection to the
public waterfront including the Riverfront
Trail. Some participants suggested that
the Riverfront Trail should connect to the
Walkerville District.

•

Other comments included a lack of trees and
the need for a dog park.

Introduction
The Introduction was started by Adam Coates with
the City of Windsor. Adam introduced the project
and the consultant team. Following Adam Coates’
introduction, Nathan Flach introduced Brook
McIlroy’s past planning involvement with the City of
Windsor. Participants were divided into six separate
groups at random and asked to re-seat themselves.

“I Love” and “I Wish” and the Visual Preference
Study Exercise
After the Introduction, the consultant team
introduced the “I Love” and “I Wish” and the Visual
Preference Study Exercise.
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•

•

Vehicular Concerns
•

Some participants stated that additional
parking was required.

•

Others noted that traffic calming and better
traffic enforcement was needed.

History and Character
•

Several comments suggested including
additional gateway and/or visual landmark
features to distinguish Walkerville.

•

Several comments suggested that
Walkerville’s distinct character be maintained
and reinforced.

•

•

•

•

•

Several comments suggested that murals
and additional public art was welcome.
Several comments suggesting additional
patios on streets and laneways.

•

Many participants noted that Walkerville
is very walkable due to the high number of
amenities that can be accessed by foot.

•

Many participants noted that Walkerville
felt like a complete community with many
commercial, park/open space, and residential
uses.

History and Character
•

Some comments suggested additional
courtyards.
Numerous comments were made relating to
increased housing diversity and options.
Some comments suggested that mixed-use
housing and commercial building options
could be added.

•

•

Numerous comments suggested more
activation in laneways/alleys including uses
which back directly onto them and additional
beautification.

•

Some participants suggested more festivals
be held in Walkerville.

General Comments
•

Numerous comments suggested that
Walkerville currently lacks grocery stores and
indoor exercise locations.

•

Some comments suggested that infill
opportunities were present along Devonshire
Road and Riverside Road.

•

One comment was made suggesting
additional picnic benches and a community
centre be included at Willistead Park.

Many participants noted that Walkerville had
many historic buildings.

Public Realm
•

•

Many participants noted that Walkerville had
a strong sense of community, and cultural
and physical heritage.

Built Form
•

Numerous comments suggested
improvements to the care and upkeep of
laneways/alleys.

Programming
•

•

•

Laneways/Alleys
•

•

Walkability

Housing
•

•

•

Public Realm
•

•

“I Love”

Public Art
•

•

Some comments suggested that Walkerville’s
past history be included in a meaningful way
as the District is planned and developed. One
comment suggested historic plaques.

Numerous comments remarked on the
many patios and courtyards available in
Walkerville.

Commercial/Retail
•

Many participants enjoyed the high number
of diverse shops, restaurants, and breweries.

Programming
•

Some comments suggested that the night
market and festivals were positive.

Visual Preference Exercise
The Visual Preference Exercise asked participants
to stick stickers onto photos showing various public
realm elements. Each sticker represented a “vote” for
the participant’s visual preference. Each participant
was given approximately 12 stickers to stick onto any
of the 96 photos provided. Appendix B includes all
photos with 10 or more stickers.
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“I Wish” and “I Love” Responses
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Walkerville’s Evolution – Heritage Presentation
After the “I Love” and “I Wish” exercise and the
Visual Preference Study Exercise, Nathan Flach
introduced Marcus Letourneau and Carl Bray from
Letourneau Heritage Consulting Inc. Carl Bray gave a
presentation on the evolution of Walkerville from the
pre-contact period until present day.

•

A water feature or central feature; and

•

Seasonal programing elements including but
not limited to ice skating.

Elements suggested from less than two of the six
tables included:
•

A statue;

•

Bicycle parking;

Public Square Design Exercise

•

Playground;

•

Community garden

After the Heritage Presentation, Nathan Flach
introduced the Public Square Design Exercise. Eight
Public Square Design Themes were introduced to
participants prior to handing out a blank public
square plan for participants to draw and comment
on. Participants worked in small groups to complete
the exercises. The Eight Themes included:

•

Theatre;

•

Adjacent bike lanes;

•

Dog park;

•

Washrooms; and

•

Sheltered outdoor areas.

•

Image and Identity;

•

Attractions and Destinations;

•

Amenities;

•

Flexibility;

•

Seasonal Strategy;

•

Access;

•

Edges and Connections; and

•

Partnerships.

Participants were encouraged to draw and write on
the map. They were also able to use images from the
Visual Preference Exercise as precedent images. All
Public Square Designs can be found in Appendix B.
Five of the six tables suggested elements including:
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Three of the six tables suggested:

•

Additional trees, green space, and
landscaping

•

Food vending; and

•

Public seating and tables.

A high-level summary and description of each Public
Square Design is provided below:
Public Square 1:
Elements suggested included:
•

Diagonal pathway elements leading to a
central landmark feature such as an ice rink
or statue;

•

Trees and other green elements located
throughout the Square;

•

A community bulletin board;

•

A community garden;

•

A photo feature such as a “Walkerville” sign;

•

A community theatre space;

•

Ethnic/cultural elements; and

• Additional activation including food trucks.
Precedent images included:
•

Bicycle parking;

•

Public seating opportunities; and

•

Public realm amenities
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Public Square 2:
Elements suggested included:
•

Bike lane accessible public square;

•

Bicycle parking;

•

Areas for picnicking;

•

A central landmark feature such as a water
fountain;

•

A historic walkway;

•

A dog park;

•

Washroom facilities;

•

A playground;

•

Seasonal activation elements such as a
skating rink and food vending in the winter
and a patio, bistro, or basketball court in the
summer; and

• Covered seating areas.
No precedent images were included.
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Public Square 3:
Elements suggested included:
•

Tables with seating;

•

A central statue;

•

Kiosks and Programming such as a night
market and farmer’s market;

•

Trees and grass;

•

Seasonal activation elements such as a
skating rink in the winter and beach volleyball
court in the summer;

•

A speakers corner; and

• Access by streetcar (trolly).
No precedent images were included.
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Public Square 4:
Elements suggested included:
•

Diagonal pathways leading to a central water
feature or statue;

•

Green space including trees;

•

Bicycle parking; and

• A market or café;
Precedent images included:
•

Parklets;

•

Patio seating;

•

Water features;

•

Civic squares with pedestrian oriented
lighting;

•

Public squares with seating; and

• Public square with a small market store.
No precedent images were included.
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Public Square 5:
Elements suggested included:
•

Adequate lighting for evening activation;

•

A flexible space that can accommodate
events including crafts fairs;

•

Connections between the square and
adjacent neighbourhoods;

•

Trees;

•

Retail kiosk locations;

•

A water feature;

•

Seating;

•

Ample access to sun;

•

Washrooms;

•

Barrier free;

•

Transit accessibility; and

•

Spill out space onto adjacent streets, ie.
Located adjacent to a pedestrianized or
flexible street.

•

Public Square 5 also suggested a whiskey
barrel motif under Image and Identify.
Public Square 5 did not include any precedent
images, but included Partnership ideas including St.
Clair and the University of Windsor.
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Public Square 6:
Elements suggested included:
•

A playground;

•

A gazebo;

•

Public Seating;

•

Cafes;

•

Seasonal activation including ice skating and
music festivals;

•

The square should be walkable, bikeable, and
linked to a main street;

•

Landscaping should be included at the edges;
and

•

The image and identity should represent
“community.”
Precedent images included:
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•

Public seating;

•

Public square lined with trees;

•

An ice skating trail; and

•

Central square feature.

23

Sketch Your Walkerville Vision

Walkerville Vision Table 1:
•

Several new connections were suggested
including a pedestrian connection between
the train station to Argyle Road and
Assumption Street, and Riverside Drive
East and Devonshire Road. An extension of
the Riverfront Trail and was also included.
Additional crossings on Riverside Drive East
at Devonshire Road and Lincoln Road were
also included.

•

Laneway improvements were suggested
throughout the study area.

•

Several gateway locations were identified
at Gladstone Avenue and Wyandotte Street
East, and Riverside Drive East and Devonshire
Road.

•

Additional public spaces are suggested near
Cataraqui Street and Argyle, Wyandotte
Street East and Kildare Road, and Wyandotte
Street East and Monmouth Road. A pier is
also included at the waterfront near Lincoln
Road.

•

General comments written on the
transparency suggested that Walkerville be a
heritage conservation district, and for a ferry
to depart from the area.

After the Public Square Design, Nathan Flach
introduced the Sketch Your Walkerville Vision
activity. In this exercise, participants were given
transparencies and asked to overlay them onto a
map of Walkerville. Participants were introduced to
six themes to consider when sketching their vision of
Walkerville. This included:
•

Streetscape & Public Realm;

•

Destinations;

•

Gateways and Corridors;

•

Branding and Identity;

•

Connections & Mobility;

•

Future Development.

A high-level summary and description of each
transparency is provided below. Please see Appendix
C for each transparency.
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Walkerville Vision Table 2:
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•

Brick paving is suggested on portions of
St Mary’s Gate and Devonshire Road. A
boulevard style street is suggested on
Devonshire Road.

•

A public square is suggested at Assumption
Street and Devonshire Road. A farmers
market is suggested on Chilver Road near
Assumption Street.

•

Protected bike lanes are proposed along
Riverside Drive East.

•

A bandshell is proposed along the waterfront.

•

A dog park near St Mary’s Gate and
Devonshire Road.

•

Reduction in travel lanes on Wyandotte Street
East near Monmouth Road.

•

General comments written on the
transparency suggested that more trees
be planted throughout the area. Other
comments included historic plaques in front
of homes, prohibiting trucks along Wyandotte
Street East, a new community centre, a bank,
and a post office.
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Walkerville Vision Table 3:
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•

Argyle Road near Assumption Street is
suggested to close to vehicular traffic.

•

A public square is suggested near Devonshire
Road and Assumption Street.

•

A gateway feature is suggested on Wyandotte
Street East at Walker Road and Gladstone
Avenue.

•

Steep bumps are suggested on many north
south streets.

•

Trees and flowerbeds are suggested for
Wyandotte Street East.

•

The elimination of truck traffic along
Wyandotte Street East.

•

A pedestrian crossing across Riverside Drive
and Chilver Road.
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Walkerville Vision Table 4:
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•

Several underutilized lots were identified
along Walker Road, Wyandotte Street East,
Assumption Street, and Riverside Drive East.

•

Gateway features were suggested at
Riverside Drive East and Lincoln Road,
Riverside Drive East and Devonshire Road,
Wyandotte Street East and Gladstone Avenue,
and Wyandotte Street East and Argyle Road.

•

Additional crossings are suggesting along
Riverside Drive Road at Lincoln Road and
Devonshire Road.

•

The blocks respectively bounded by
Assumption Street, Kildare Road, Wyandotte
Street East, and Argyle Road to be rezoned
residential.

•

The intersection of Wyandotte Street East
and Argyle Road to be a community node with
a new park proposed at Wyandotte Street
East and Kildare Road.

•

General comments include additional
community planting, allowing for laneway
housing, and additional wayfinding measures.
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Walkerville Vision Table 5:
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•

A public square at Assumption Street and
Devonshire Road.

•

Additional planting.

•

Bicycle infrastructure and traffic calming
measures along Wyandotte Street East.

•

Bicycle infrastructure on Riverside Drive East.

•

A public park along the waterfront with a
beach.

•

Additional crossings are suggesting along
Riverside Drive Road at Lincoln Road and
Devonshire Road.

•

Make Walkerville a Heritage District.
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Walkerville Vision Table 6:
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•

New or improved connections including: bike
lanes on Niagara Street, Lincoln Road, Kildare
Road, and Devonshire Road; a new pedestrian
connection from the train station towards
Riverside Drive East and Devonshire Road
and the waterfront; and a water walkway.

•

The intersection of Wyandotte Street and
Devonshire is identified as dangerous.

•

An evaluation of potential weekend street
closures along Wyandotte Street.

•

New public squares located at Chilver Road
and Riverside Drive, Riverside Drive East of
Devonshire Road, and Riverside Drive East at
Lincoln Road.

•

General comments written on the
transparency include underutilized
storefronts along Wyandotte Drive and
Cataraqui Street, additional patio spaces,
parking, and bicycle parking.
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Next Steps
The Walkerville Districting Plan is currently in the
first phase of three phases. Phase Two and Three will
include three additional consultation sessions for
the public and targeted stakeholders to provide their
feedback. Feedback from the Visioning Workshop will
be incorporated in the Districting Plan’s Background
Report and will ultimately be incorporated into the
final Districting Plan.
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Walkerville Community Mapping Feedback Summary
GENERAL
• Add more trees where appropriate
• Provide direction on planting species /
greening on private lots
• Hold more festivals in Walkerville
• Create a sense of place at gateways
• Improve legibility of Walkerville through
signage, branding, themes
• Create more diversity in housing options
• Introduce more mixed-use development
• Create Walking Tours / Heritage Markers
• Create a Heritage Conservation District
• Install historical plaques in front of houses
• Commemmorate Original Iroquois Village
• Note sensitivity with term “District”
• Create new courtyards
COMMERCIAL NEEDS
• Bank / Bank Machines
• Open Post Office
• Grocery Store
• Community Family Activity Centre
• Arts Anchor
• Indoor Exercise Location

Splash Pad /
Public Square
Indigenous
Markers

Install a
Driveway Arch
Pedestrian
Bridge?
Industrial
Markers
Mural

lic
Pub are
Squ
es
Tre

Protected Bike Lanes
Crosswalk that doesn’t
need a light

Farmer’s Market
Open alley businesses

Public Space “A” (Devonshire/Assumption)
• Theatre Wall
• Bandshell / Stage
• Public Green / Park / Piazza
• Farmer’s Market
• Bike storage & maintenance area

Potential Shared Public Space?

i

ax
Water T

Public
Space

Need Wayfinding

Public
Trees Space

Active transportation corridor along
rail line - connection to VIA station
Legion as Community Space

lic
Pub “A”
ce
Spa

Rezone blocks for Residential
Entrance to Commercial Area
Trees
Future Development Site
Walkerville Sign/Arch
Future Development Site
Public Space
Improve Edge
Condition

Trees

Potential Multi-Use Space

Waterfront
• Beach or Public Park
• Picnic tables
• Public Washrooms
• Bandshell / Amphitheatre
• Waterfront walkway with benches & trees
at water’s edge in front of buildings
• Dog Park
• Playground
• Exercise Equipment Area

Waterfront Connection

r
Afte s
r
hou ?
use

Wrought Iron Fencing

PUBLIC SPACES

Walker Ferry

Fence off Parking Lot
(stone fence)

Laneway Housing?

Use Empty Lot
for Public Space

Walkerville Sign/Arch
Opportunity for
Live/Work Development

Less Fencing
Suggested active transportation connections

ead
list
l
i
W ark
P

Road needs fixing

Dangerous
Intersection
(reduce speed)

Suggested Gateways
Activate Dead Storefront
Build a Small Park
Rebuild
Church

Suggested Underutilized Lots

1

Walkerville Base

Central Wyandotte St.
• No trucks (noise)
• Create traffic calming measures
• Add flowers in planting beds
• Plant more street trees
• Create protected cycle track to replace
parking on one side
• Reduce to 1 lane west of Walker Rd.
• Make it easier / safer to cross street
• Bike infrastructure and bike parking
• Reduce speed limits
• More extended patios
• Close street for walking more often (e.g.
weekends)

Argyle Rd.
• Close the street (temporary / permanent)
• Crosswalk across Wyandotte
• Brick Pavers (argyle pattern)

Opportunity for Parkette

Suggested Nodes

Laneways
• Greening and improvement
• New uses backing onto lanes
• Make lanes safer
• New lighting
• Potential for patios

East Wyandotte St. / Walker Rd.
• Create a higher density hub (underutilized)
• Improve pedestrian connections/crossings
• Improve street edge on west side of Walker

High Pedestrian Volume

Suggested cycling routes

STREETS
General
• Reduce lanes for public realm space
• Speed bumps on Chilver/Argyle/Monmouth
• Reinstate some cobblestone Roads
• Establish a bike route
• Decorative street lighting
• Create more vehicle parking
• Commit to planting blvd trees on all streets
• Street upgrades should include
replacement of combined sewers
• More car-free streets

Park / Square
Location
Zoning doesn’t
Create a
encourage growth
Flexible Street
(CD 2.1 zoning ends)

Lighting in
Alleys

More picnic benches
in Willistead Park

Riverside Dr.
• Better crossings / connections to riverfront
• Infill opportunities
• Use overhead industrial connectors as
gateway features
Devonshire Rd.
• Install more historical lighting
• Explore infill opportunities
• Reinstate brick paved road
• Create a boulevard street
• Plant uniform large trees & plantings
Lincoln Rd.
• Improve bike lanes

