
AGENDA 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE 

meeting held Thursday, November 7, 2024 
at 3:30 o’clock p.m. 

Room 522a, 350 City Hall Square West 

1. Call to Order

READING OF LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
We [I] would like to begin by acknowledging that the land on which we
gather is the traditional territory of the Three Fires Confederacy of First
Nations, which includes the Ojibwa, the Odawa, and the Potawatomie.
The City of Windsor honours all First Nations, Inuit and Métis peoples and
their valuable past and present contributions to this land

2. Declaration of Conflict

3. Minutes
Adoption of the minutes of the meeting held July 10, 2024 – attached.

4. Business Items

4.1 Report of L.T. Zhao’s visit to Sister City Changchun, China on 
August 1, 2024 – attached. 

4.2 Arlington, Texas – Decision of the Development & Heritage Standing 
Committee at its meeting held September 3, 2024 – attached. 

4.3 The 2024 Changchun International Medicine & Health Industry Expo 
– attached.

5. Correspondence

5.1 Letter from Mayor Wang Zillian to Mayor Drew Dilkens – attached. 

5.2 Invitation to the 27th Annual Polish-Canadian Society Business Dinner 

5.3 Visit to Lublin by Representatives of Windsor -attached. 

5.4 Message from Changchun – attached.  

6. Confirm and Ratify E-mail Polls
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6.1 That the results of the e-mail poll conducted on August 7, 2024, approving 
the following recommendation BE CONFIRMED AND RATIFIED: 

That the International Relations Committee approve an expenditure in the upset 
amount of $100 for the purchase of a cake and water for the Ritsumeikan Uji 
High School Group from Kyoto Japan, who will be visiting City Hall on Thursday, 
August 22, 2024. 

6.2 That the results of the e-mail poll conducted on August 28, 2024, 
approving the following recommendation BE CONFIRMED AND RATIFIED: 

That the International Relations Committee APPROVE an expenditure in the 
upset amount of $2,500 for the purchase of six six-panel display towers, which 
are being purchased in collaboration with the Recreation & Culture Department 
and will be used for the City’s annual Children’s Art Exhibition as well as any 
other future initiatives. 

6.3 That the results of the e-mail poll conducted on October 15, 2024, 
approving the following recommendation BE CONFIRMED AND RATIFIED: 

That the International Relations Committee AUTHORIZE an expenditure in the 
upset amount of $560 for the purchase of four (4) tickets (1 ticket for Mayor 
Dilkens) for the 27th Annual Polish-Canadian Business Society Dinner to be held 
on November 15, 2024 at the Dom Polski Hall, located at 1275 Langlois Avenue. 

7. New Business

8. Date of Next Meeting
To be determined.

9. Adjournment



International Relations Committee 
Meeting held July 10, 2024 

A hybrid meeting of the International Relations Committee is held this day 
commencing at 3:30 o’clock p.m. in Room 522a, 350 City Hall Square West, there being 
present the following members: 

Councillor Angelo Marignani, Chair 
Councillor Renaldo Agostino 
Councillor Ed Sleiman 
Lubna Barakat (arrives at 3:45 o’clock p.m.) 
Jerry Barycki 
Saiful Bhuiyan 
Ronnie Haidar 
L.T. Zhao

Regrets received from: 

Councillor Fred Francis 

Also present are the following resource personnel: 

James Chacko, Executive Director Parks & Facilities 
Sandra Gebauer, Council Assistant 
Karen Kadour, Committee Coordinator 

1. Call to Order

The Chair calls the meeting to order at 3:34 o’clock p.m. and the Committee
considers the Agenda being Schedule A attached hereto, matters which are dealt with as 
follows: 

Verbal Motion is presented by Councillor Ed Sleiman, seconded by Councillor 
Renaldo Agostino, 

That Rule 3.3 (c) of the Procedure By-law, 98-2011, BE WAIVED to add the 
following items to the Agenda: 

4.5 Changchun International Marathon 
4.6 2024 Changchun Green Agricultural Food Forum for International Cooperation 
4.7 Poland to celebrate its 25th anniversary as a member of NATO. 

Carried. 

Item 3.0
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2. Declaration of Conflict

None disclosed.

3. Adoption of the Minutes

Moved by Ronnie Haidar, seconded by Councillor Ed Sleiman,
That the minutes of the International Relations Committee of its meeting held May

8, 2024 BE ADOPTED as presented. 
Carried. 

4. Business Items

4.1 Discussion regarding Strengthening the Relationship with Changchun, 
China 

The Chair states that our Sister City in China has one of the largest automotive 
battery plant manufacturing facilities in the world.  He states there is a possibility for some 
collaboration and asks for input on how to strengthen and develop a better relationship 
with Changchun.   In response to a question asked by the Chair to L.T. Zhao regarding if 
there is a possibility to liaise with the Chinese Community in Windsor,  L.T. Zhao responds 
that this economic development perspective can be passed on to the Chinese 
Association.   

L.T. Zhao advises that he will be visiting China in the coming days.  He asks for a
contact In Changchun to allow for the opportunity for a brief meet and greet with our Twin 
Cities government. 

Sandra Gebauer remarks that she will assist in connecting L.T Zhao with 
representatives in Changchun so that a meeting can be coordinated if his schedule 
permits. Ronnie Haidar offers to pick up and drop off some City of Windsor pins to L.T. 
Zhao.   

Sandra Gebauer advises that a letter of introduction from our Mayor to the Mayor 
in China will be prepared by the Mayor’s Office. 
. 

Moved by Ronnie Haidar, seconded by L.T. Zhao, 
That the discussion regarding strengthening the relationship with Changchun, 

China BE RECEIVED. 
Carried. 
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4.2 Arlington, Texas – Verbal Update on the Committee’s Friendship City 
Recommendation 

Sandra Gebauer remarks that the IRC at its meeting held May 8, 2024 
recommended a Friendship City relationship with Arlington Texas which was approved at 
the Development and Heritage Standing Committee and City Council.  The City of 
Arlington was advised of Council’s decision and decided not to move forward with a 
Friendship City relationship and asked if the IRC would reconsider the decision.  

The Chair asks if the IRC is interested in reconsidering the decision and to enter 
into a Sister City agreement.  Jerry Barycki remarks that renewing the agreement every 
five years as outlined in the Friendship City relationship should not be a problem.   

Councillor Renaldo Agostino asks what the impact would be if the IRC says no and 
asks for clarification.  Sandra Gebauer responds the Committee requested that a 
Friendship City Policy be established.  

Ronnie Haidar recalls a conversation at a previous meeting regarding how Sister 
Cities should be established. They should be community to community and not 
government to government.   

Councillor Renaldo Agostino remarks that the rewards of a Twin City relationship 
with Arlington, Texas far outweigh the risks. 

Moved by Councillor Renaldo Agostino, seconded by Saiful Bhuiyan, 
That the following motion BE RECONSIDERED: 
CR 293/2024 
Moved by Councillor Fred Francis, seconded by Councillor Ed Sleiman 
That the International Relations Committee RECOMMEND that the City of Windsor 

and the City of Arlington, Texas enter into a Friendship City Agreement; and, 
That if approved by both parties, that the Mayor’s Office BE REQUESTED to sign 

a Friendship City Memorandum of Understanding for Arlington, Texas consistent with the 
process outlined in the Twin City/Friendship City Policy. 
Carried. 

Moved by Councillor Renaldo Agostino, seconded by Lubna Barakat, 
That the International Relations Committee RECOMMEND that the City of Windsor 

and the City of Arlington, Texas enter into a Twin City Agreement; and,  

That if approved by both parties, that the Mayor’s Office BE REQUESTED to sign 
a Twin City Memorandum of Understanding for Arlington, Texas consistent with the 
process outlined in the Twin City Policy. 

Carried. 
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4.3 Twin City Post Update – Verbal Update 

James Chacko, Executive Director Parks & Facilities provides an update of the 
status of the Twin City Post as follows: 

• This project that has taken seven years will soon be unveiled.

• The pole has been installed on the south side of the campus between 350 City Hall
Square West and 400 City Hall Square East.

• The details of each individual sign for each of the twelve Sister Cities of the City of
Windsor have been approved.

• The sign layout will include the city name, the country, the distance to the city, the
flag of the country (the sign is tapered to look like the arrow) and each one of the
signs will be orientated to point towards the actual Sister City.

• The pole is in excess of 30 feet high with the names of the Sister Cities beginning
at the top which it will allow for sufficient space to add more Sister Cities as the
current number of Sister Cities will only occupy eight feet.

• The order of the layout of the signs begins with the first Sister City at the top and
proceeds downward according to the order in which they were approved.

• On Friday, July 26, 2024, there will be the Official Unveiling at 1:30 o’clock p.m.

• His Worship Mayor Dilkens will be on site to provide some remarks.  The Misono
High School Girls from Fujisawa, Japan will also be in attendance.

• It is an exciting event that recognizes the contribution of the International Relations
Committee and the 12 Sister Cities.

The Chair adds that the Twin City Post exemplifies the diversity of the City of 
Windsor and shows our connection with our Sister Cities. 

Moved by Councillor Renaldo Agostino, seconded by Ronnie Haidar, 
That the sequence of the Sister City signs on the Twin City Post originate at the 

top of the post identifying the oldest Sister City relationship and proceeding down to the 
most recent Sister City relationship BE APPROVED. 

Carried. 

4.4 2024 Children’s Art Exhibition – Verbal Update 

Sandra Gebauer advises that space has been reserved at Devonshire Mall for the 
display of the 2024 Children’ Art Exhibition to be held from October 7, 2024 to October 
13, 2024.  She adds that the Twin Cities have been apprised of the date of the Children’s 
Art Exhibition and states that local schools will be advised upon commencement of the 
new school term.   

In terms of the display boards, Sandra Gebauer reports that samples were 
provided by the Recreation Department, at a cost of approximately $1,500 per board and 
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it is noted that six boards will be required.  She contacted Recreation to determine if there 
is an opportunity to cost share and notes there is a four week time frame for ordering. 

The Chair summarizes that the cost for the boards will be approximately $9,000 
and is looking to share the cost with the Recreation Department. 

Jerry Barycki suggests renting the boards. 

Sandra Gebauer will look at other options including purchasing new foam core 
boards, similar to those that have been used in previous years. 

Moved by Councillor Ed Sleiman, seconded by Councillor Renaldo Agostino, 
That the update regarding the 2024 Children’s Art Exhibition to be held from 

October 7, 2024 to October 13, 2024 at Devonshire Mall BE RECEIVED. 
Carried. 

4.5 2024 Changchun International Marathon 

Sandra Gebauer advises that an invitation was received from Changchun, China 
for the 2024 International Marathon to be held on August 30, 2024.  She states that in the 
past, this information was sent to the University of Windsor, St. Clair College and their 
local running clubs to determine if there is interest in sending someone to the event.  If 
someone is interested in attending, the City of Changchun will cover the cost of 
accommodations while they are there, however, they would have to pay for their own 
round-trip travel. 

4.6 Green Agricultural Food Forum for International Cooperation, Changchun, 
China on August 15 – 18, 2024 

The Chair suggests reaching out to local greenhouse growers and Invest Windsor 
Essex to see if there is interest in attending this event  

Saiful Bhuiyan advises he is associated with Rose City Gardening which has 
approximately 100 members. 

Sandra Gebauer states that the invitation will be sent to Invest Windsor Essex who 
will forward this information to their contacts and also to the Rose City Gardening 
organization. 

4.7 Poland to celebrate the 24th Anniversary of its accession to NATO 

Jerry Barycki states that in 1997 a petition was undertaken to support Poland in 
becoming a member of NATO as it is important to keep security across the globe.  NATO 



International Relations Committee July 10, 2024 
Meeting Minutes 

Page | 6 

will celebrate its 75th anniversary at the Summit on July 9-11, 2024 in Washington D.C. 
where its founding treaty was signed.  At the same time, Poland will celebrate its 25th 
anniversary as a member of NATO. 

Jerry Barycki advises he would like to meet with the Mayor of Lublin and present 
a letter from Mayor Drew Dilkens regarding the 25th Anniversary of the City of Lublin and 
the City of Windsor Sister City relationship. 

Jerry Barycki refers to the anniversary dates with Windsor’s Twin Cities and 
suggests inviting those Twin Cities to Windsor whose anniversary date is within the next 
few years. 

The Chair agrees to look at the upcoming anniversary dates with our Sister Cities 
to determine how we can capitalize in strengthening those relationships. 

Sandra Gebauer suggests that the Grand Opening of the Gordie Howe Bridge in 
2025 could be considered as a celebratory event to invite those Twin Cities with 
impending anniversary dates. 

The Chair suggests that a discussion be held to look at all upcoming anniversary 
dates of Twin Cities and to choose options as to how to address this as a Board moving 
forward. 

Councillor Ed Sleiman asks that Jelena Payne, Commissioner Economic 
Development or an alternate be invited to attend occasional meetings of the International 
Relations Committee.  The Chair concurs and suggests that Jelena Payne be invited to 
the next meeting to determine if there are economic development opportunities with our 
Sister Cities. 

5. New Business

None.

6. Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting will be held on a date to be determined in September 2024.

7. Adjournment

There being no further business, the meeting is adjourned at 4:29 o’clock p.m.



Dear members of IRC: 

As you may know, I recently visited our Sister City Changchun along with my family during our vacation 
to China.  Below is a summary of the meeting along with a couple of pictures from that day.  

Meeting details: August 1st, 2024 in our sister-city: Changchun, China 

Circumstances: IRC member L.T. Zhao visited Changchun on a personal vacation and brought a letter 
from our mayor to the mayoral office in Changchun 

In attendance: 

Changchun delegation: Mister Ou Shuo, Deputy Director (mayor),  Consular Affairs Division // Jiwei Li 
Foreign, Affairs Official for the American and Oceanian Division // Jeffrey Sun Foreign Affairs Division 
Official // Unknown name - secretary to the deputy director 

Windsor delegation: L.T. Zhao, member of the Windsor IRC committee and his family: Julia Petruniak, 
teacher / vice principal with the GECDSB, and Xavier Petruniak, student at l'Essor. 

Meeting Minutes: 

10am - 11am 

Mr. Jeffrey and his driver picked us up from our hotel and brought us to the city building. There, we met 
Mr. Ou and Mr. Li. After a few warm greetings, they invited us to have a formal meeting in their 
foreign reception meeting room (see picture below). Mr Ou led most of the meeting where we 
exchanged industry statistics about our sister cities as he was eager to find collaboration opportunities 
between the two cities (virtually and in person). He was very interested in possibly having a student 
exchange program (high school/ college/ university level) between the two sister cities. Trading 
experiences between our EV battery plants, manufacturing sector, and our cultural sector were also of 
high interest to him. He asked if Windsor hosts any expos that they could participate in (I said I would get 
back to them with that information).  

Changchun -"City of Automobiles" has 9 billion residents. It is the capital of their province (Jilin) and is 
responsible for 54% of the provincial gdp (9.4 million RMB). It produces 68% of cars in China, builds 
subway trains, has an aviation industry, a film industry, 4 EV power plants, 70 000 higher learning 
students, and Asia's largest sculpture park.  It has an American international IB high school with a 
Canadian principal and 4000 students. 

11am -11:30am 

"Gift Exchange" (picture below) 

We were brought to a room that was lined with cubbies that represented most of their sister cities and 
the gifts they have received from each. Mr. Ou proudly presented to us a few of his favorite gifts and 
then proceeded to gift the City of Windsor an ornate plate with the flower of Changchun (in my 
possession, I will bring it to our next meeting), and each member of my family with a personalized gift. 
They did not have any gifts that could be displayed from Windsor. It would be nice for our city to be 
represented there as a token of our ongoing sister-relations.  

Item 4.1



11:30 am -1:30 pm - lunch (see picture) 

All of us mentioned above went to an elegant private dining venue, where we were offered a rich and 
delicious complimentary lunch. 

1:30pm - 3:30 pm 

We said our goodbyes to Mr. Ou, while Mr. Sun and Mr. Li took us on a private tour of their city's 
impressive World Sculpture Park that represents over 180 countries and spans 92 hectares.  

Recommendations: With this personal visit, it seems that Changchun is interested in renewing and 
revitalizing the sister city relationship with Windsor.  We should leverage student exchange programs, 
Industry Expos, Sculpture parks, Marathon, and other community driven programs to further this 
relationship.   
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Decision Number:  DHSC 657 

THAT Report No. 53 of the International Relations Committee indicating that the following 
motion be reconsidered: CR293/2024:  
That the International Relations Committee RECOMMEND that the City of Windsor and 
the City of Arlington, Texas enter into a Friendship City Agreement; and, 

That if approved by both parties, that the Mayor’s Office BE REQUESTED to sign a 
Friendship City Memorandum of Understanding for Arlington, Texas consistent with the 
process outlined in the Twin City/Friendship City Policy; and, 

THAT The following motion BE APPROVED: 
That the International Relations Committee RECOMMEND that the City of Windsor and 
the City of Arlington, Texas enter into a Twin City Agreement; and, 

 That if approved by both parties, that the Mayor’s Office BE REQUESTED to sign a Twin 
City Memorandum of Understanding for Arlington, Texas consistent with the process 
outlined in the Twin City Policy;  
BE REFERRED to the Mayor’s Office for comment; and that the comments BE 
FORWARDED to a future meeting of the Development & Heritage Standing Committee. 
Carried. 
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NEW QUALITY LEADS HEALTH TECHNOLOGY TO CREATE THE FUTURE 

■ FORUM SPONSORSHIP ADVERTISING 

Forum Name Sponsorship level Price (unit: yuan) 

Exclusive forum naming 1 million per session 

Changchun International Medical and Health 

Industry Development Conference 
Special Sponsor 400000 per session 

sponsor 100000 per session 

Forum Exclusive Sponsorship Benefits: 
1. 144 square meters of exhibition space (self-built);
2. Two advertising spots in the East Entrance Hall (provide your own graphics);
3. Provide VIP lounge for guests to attend the forum, allowing for close communication and networking

opportunities; 
4. Seating in the VIP area, providing VIP level treatment;
5. Announcer will mention the exclusive sponsor and its main attendees during the event;
6. Arrange for a 15-minute keynote speech at the forum, and provide 8 free forum attendance tickets;
7. Play the sponsor's promotional video during the main forum breaks (limit 3 minutes);
8. Conference badge advertising (showcase the sponsor's image on the back of the badge), with the organiz­

ing committee responsible for designing and producing; 
9. The forum venue background board, posters, and forum agenda boards will all showcase the sponsor's

name or logo; 
10. Include the sponsor's promotional flyer in the forum materials bag (printed materials provided by the

sponsor, advertising content must meet advertising-related requirements and be approved by the organizing 
committee); 

11. Provide bottled water for consumption within the venue, with the option to print the sponsor's logo and
advertising on the bottles (sponsor to provide the bottles). 

Forum Special Sponsor Benefits: 
1. 108 square meter exhibition space provided (self-built);
2. 1 advertising spot in the East Registration Hall (the content of the picture provided by the sponsor);
3. Provide VIP rest room for guests, allowing for close communication and networking opportunities with

attendees of the forum, and building a high-end network; 
4. Provide VIP seating, and arrange VIP-level treatment;
5. The host will mention the special sponsor and its main attendees during the event;
6. Play the sponsor's promotional video during the break of the main forum (limited to 3 minutes);
7. Include the sponsor's promotional leaflet in the forum's materials bag (printed materials provided by the

sponsor, advertising content must comply with advertising-related requirements, reviewed by the organizing 
committee); 

8. Provide bottled water for consumption within the venue, with the option to print the sponsor's logo and
promotional advertisements on the bottles, provided by the sponsor. 

Forum sponsor return: 
1. Free 54 square meters of bare space exhibition area (self built);
1 advertising space in Hall A 1 or A2 (with self provided visual content);
3. Provide VIP lounges for VIPs to communicate and interact with guests attending forums up close, and

establish high-end networks; 
4. Take a seat at the VIP table and provide VIP level treatment arrangements;
5. The host verbally thanked the sponsoring unit and its main attending leaders;
6. Play corporate promotional videos during breaks in the main forum (limited to 3 minutes);
7. Bottled water can be consumed at the venue, and the bottle body can be printed with the sponsor's logo

and promotional advertisements, which will be prepared by the sponsor themselves. 





长春市人民政府
Changchun Municipal People’s Government

August 12, 2024
Honorable Mayor Drew Dilkens,

I’m very pleased to receive your letter. I would like to
extend my sincere greetings and best wishes to you and all
the citizens of Windsor.

Recently, Mr. L.T. Zhao, a member of the International
Relations Committee of your city, visited Changchun and
brought a personal letter you wrote to me. Foreign Affairs
Office of Changchun has kindly received him and arranged
relevant activities, which has enhanced his understanding
of Changchun. I hope that Mr. L.T. Zhao can play a crucial
role in promoting exchanges and cooperation between the
two cities in more fields in the future.

Over the years, Changchun and Windsor have carried out a
number of exchanges and cooperation in education, culture,
sports and other areas, and made remarkable
achievements. For a long time, there have been close
exchanges and continuous interactions between the two
sides, and some high-quality brand activities have been
cultivated. Our two cities have always maintained frequent
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people-to-people exchanges and continuous interactions,
and have developed some popular activities, which laid a
solid civil foundation for the stable development of twin
cities relations between the two cities. In October 2024, our
city will be invited to participate in the International
Children's Art Exhibition with the theme of "What I love
about My City" held in Windsor. The Children's Palace of
Changchun has elaborately selected 26 excellent paintings,
which will be sent to your city soon. On behalf of the
Changchun Municipal People's Government, I wish the
exhibition a complete success. In the future, the two cities
can cement and enhance the friendship through
cooperation in automobile, agriculture, education, cultural
tourism and other fields.

Moreover, I would like to take this opportunity to sincerely
invite your delegation to Changchun at your convenience,
which I believe will elevate our friendship to a new higher
level and promote common development.

Finally, I sincerely wish you good health and all the best.
May our friendship be everlasting and the twin cities be
prosperous.
Best regards.

Wang Zilian
Mayor of Changchun, PRC



Thanks, 

Sandra Gebauer 

2 

iTEM 5.2



Item 5.3



From: 长春市外办美大处 <ccwbmdc88776736@163.com> 
Sent: August 17, 2024 11:27 AM 
To: L.T. Zhao <ltzhao@live.com> 
Subject: Re:Re: Message from Changchun 

Dear Mr. L.T. Zhao, 

I have been delighted to learn that you and your family recently visited Changchun 
Foreign Affairs Office and enjoyed the Changchun Sculpture Park. It is truly heartening 
to know that your time in Changchun was filled with joy and happiness. 

Regrettably, due to unforeseen work commitments, I am unable to meet with you in 
person to discuss our aspirations for future collaboration and exchanges between 
Changchun and Windsor. However, I am confident that we can maintain further 
communication online in the coming days. 

Your visit to Changchun, your birthplace, marks a significant milestone as the first 
delegate from Windsor in recent years. I firmly believe that your connection with 
Changchun will foster even closer ties between our two cities. 

We are actively formulating plans to facilitate an official delegation visit to Windsor at 
the earliest opportunity, enabling more citizens of Changchun and Windsor to travel to 
each other's cities. This will not only provide students from both cities with enhanced 
exchange opportunities but also pave the way for businesses to engage in greater 
economic, trade, and technical cooperation. 

I eagerly anticipate our continued communication and hope to meet with you in 
Changchun or Windsor soon. 

Warmest regards! 
John  

-- 
长春市人民政府外事办公室美大处 
American&Oceanian Division 
Foreign Affairs Office 
Changchun Municipal People's Government 
联系电话：0086-431-88775327 

Tel.&Fax: 0086-431-88775327 
工作邮箱：ccwbmdc88776736@163.com 
E-mail: ccwbmdc88776736@163.com
地址：吉林省长春市南关区南环城路3066号
Address:3066 South Ring Road, Nanguan District, Changchun City,Jilin Province,

P.R.China. 
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