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To His Worship the Mayor and Members of Council 
 
This is the Willistead Manor Inc. Annual Report to City Council on the affairs and operations of the 

Corporation for the calendar year 2014. 

 

The Willistead Manor Inc. Board of Directors act in a policy advisory capacity to City Council on 

the operation of Willistead Manor Inc.; however, the ongoing management of the facility is under 

the direction of the Office of the Community Development and Health Commissioner.  A full report 

of the activities in the facility may be obtained from that Service Area.   

 

Introduction and Background 
 

The City of Windsor Act, 1981 established a Corporation without share capital under the 

name of Willistead Manor Inc., with the objective to receive, maintain, manage, control and 

use donations for charitable purposes for the rehabilitation of Willistead Manor Inc.  For the 

purpose of attaining its objective, the Corporation, Willistead Manor Inc. has the power to 

accept and hold any real or personal property granted, donated, devised, bequeathed or 

otherwise conveyed to it and to convert any such property into money and further to advise 

City Council respecting the following: 

 

1. The operation of Willistead Manor Inc.; 

 

2. The development and maintenance of the grounds of "Willistead Park"; 

 

3. The promotion and development of Willistead Manor Inc. as a centre for amusement, 

entertainment and exhibitions; 

 

4. The promotion of meetings, receptions and displays in Willistead Manor; 

 

5. The promotion of educational or cultural activities in Willistead Manor; 

 

6. The promotion of the performing arts, including musical and artistic work, in Willistead 

Manor. 

 

Pursuant to Section 12 of By-law Number 1 of the Corporation, enacted October 29, 1981, the 

Board of Directors shall, once annually, hold a meeting at which will be approved for submission to 

City Council, a review of the affairs and operations of the Corporation for the year immediately 

preceding and a financial statement which contains a profit and loss statement and a balance sheet 

for the year.  This report is submitted in accordance with By-law Number 1. 
 



Willistead Manor Inc. Annual Report 2014    
 

 

  
6 

 
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

(This page left intentionally blank) 



Willistead Manor Inc. Annual Report 2014    
 

 

  
7 

 
  

Directorate 
 

Term Expiring August 17, 2015 Term Expiring August 17, 2016 

 
Stephen Marshall 

Mary Jane Dettinger 
Colleen Gaudette 

Robin Easterbrook 
David Langstone 

 
 
 

 
James Evans 

Elizabeth Craig 
Douglas Sanborn 
Robert Gauthier 

Brad Smith 
Jean Douglas Willms 
Andalieb Abu-Zahra 

  

Councillor Alan Halberstadt 

Kathy Renaud, President, Friends of Willistead 

 

Officers 
 

In accordance with Section 6 of By-law Number 1, of the Corporation, the Board at its first 

meeting following City Councilõs appointment of Directors, elected the following Officers: 

2014/2015 

 
Chairpersonñ Stephen Marshall 

Vice-Chairñ Louise Brown/Douglas Sanborn 
TreasurerñRobert Gauthier 
SecretaryñColleen Gaudette 

Past ChairpersonñJames Evans 
 

Committee Structure 
 

The Board functions with an active Committee structure comprising the following sub-
committees that report through the Board: 
 

¶ Fundraising Committee 

¶ Community Relations & Promotions Committee 

¶ Acquisitions Committee 

¶ Car Show Committee 

¶ Education Committee 

¶ Historical Committee 
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(Photograph courtesy of Christopher Menard) 

Manor Club 
 
 The Manor Club Fundraising program was approved by City Council in 1982, and revised in 
1983, as an effective vehicle for persons and corporations to donate money for the continuing 
restoration and refurbishing of Willistead Manor Inc.  
 
In 2014 the Manor Club received donations totalling over $5,040.20. 
 
The following classifications of membership were established: 
 
 
Charter Life Members: original members whose donations exceeded 

$1,000.00 prior to December 31, 1982 
 
Charter Corporate Members: original corporations whose donations exceeded 

$1,000.00 prior to December 31, 1982 
 
Life Members: donors who have completed their $1,000.00 

donations since December 31, 1982 
 
Corporate Members: corporations who have completed their 

$1,000.00 donations since December 31, 1982 
 
Sustaining Members: donors of less than $1,000.00 whose donations, 

when they reach $1,000.00 will make them life 
members 

 
Sustaining Corporate Members: corporate donors of less than $1,000.00 whose 

donations, when they reach $1,000.00 will make 
them corporate members 



Willistead Manor Inc. Annual Report 2014    
 

 

  
10 

 
  

 
 

(Photograph courtesy of Steven Kriemadis) 
 
 

 )  
 

(Photography courtesy of Christopher Menard) 
 



Willistead Manor Inc. Annual Report 2014    
 

 

  
11 

 
  

Report of the Board Chair 

 
 
The Willistead Manor Inc. Board of Directors is an active participant with the management 
resources of the City of Windsorõs Office of the Community Development and Health 
Commissioner, which maintains Willisteadõs grounds, gardens, and all the buildings and 
furnishings. 
 

Willistead Manor is the crown jewel of Olde Walkerville and continues to operate and offer 
gracious accommodations for weddings, receptions, meetings and other special events.  
 
The Rotary Club of Windsor (1918) Art in the Park event took place June 7th and June 8th, 2014 
and we extremely well attended with approximately 25,000 people taking part in the event over 
the first weekend in June. The Rotary Club as a result presented a very generous donation of 
$34,112.00 to the restoration and preservation efforts at Willistead Manor. Donations to 
Willistead Manor from the Rotary Club of Windsor (1918) began in 1972 and the Willistead 
Manor Board of Directors is always extremely grateful for their continuous support in keeping 
this historic gem flourishing for so many to appreciate.   
 
The Windsor-Essex County Real Estate Board continues to provide financial support to the 
Manor. This year, they presented a $2,000.00 donation to Willistead Manor Inc.  The Board of 
Directors sincerely thanks the Real Estate Board for their on-going support and confidence in 
the Manorõs historic presence in our community and Essex County. 
 
The Board would like to convey a very special thank you to the Chandisherry Foundation 
whose surprise, yet generous financial contribution went towards foundation repair and 
restoration at the Manor. The Chandisherry Foundation contribution came at a most opportune 
time for Willistead Manor, where the structural integrity of the foundation began presenting a 
real concern. The Board of Directors was very grateful for the assistance in helping to preserve 
the bedrock of this majestic home.  
 
The Friends of Willistead are a very busy group of over sixty volunteers who continue, year-
after-year to support the Manor with holiday Christmas decorations, docent services and 
various community events.  This year, they presented a $5,000.00 donation.  We continue to 
applaud the work this group does and are very grateful for all the work they do for the Manor. 
 
The Board also wishes to extend thanks to the Windsor Design Association, the teachers and 
students from the St. Clair College of Applied Arts and Technology Design Department and 
the Friends of Willistead. These very talented groups came together once again to decorate and 
present the Manor in the true Holiday Tradition. The exhibition of the Holiday Trees was well 
attended by numerous visitors. 
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