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* Campaign timeline: 351 days beginning November 14, 2018
* Fundraising objective: $100,000

The City of Windsor has a once-in-a-generation opportunity to preserve an important part of
our city’s history. Canadian cities between 1880 and 1945 were streetcar cities. Streetcar
cities were walkable, and transit was accessible and virtually pollution free, while still
dramatically extending the distance citizens could cover during the day.

The first streetcar company in Windsor, the Sandwich and Windsor Passenger Railway, was
a horse-drawn service along what is now University Avenue. It began service in 1874. It
evolved into the Sandwich, Windsor and Amherstburg Railway (SW&A). The first electric
streetcar in Canada was operated by the Windsor Electric Railway in 1886.

The electric streetcars ran on Tecumseh Road, Wyandotte Street, Ouellette Avenue, Parent
Avenue, College Avenue, Lincoln Road, Seminole Street and Erie Street, as well as the
Sandwich line that ran down University Avenue. Windsor was the first place in Canada to
run an electric bus—with poles and wires and rubber tires—starting in 1922. The SW&A was
renamed Transit Windsor in the 1970’s.

Following a public open house and city-wide survey, the recommendation is that

Streetcar No. 351 be the focal point of the Celestial Beacon. The Celestial Beacon is the one
farthest to the west and within the outdoor sculpture garden. The location is recommended
for its amenities, parking, washrooms and available utilities.

RM Auto Restoration in Blenheim, with their impeccable reputation was unanimously
selected by city council to restore the 100-year-old streetcar. Honourary Fundraising Chair
Bob Pedler and other committee members have established a $100,000 fundraising
campaign. This initiative will launch on November 14, 2018 and will benefit the restoration
project, allocating these specific funds towards the cost to preserve and protect the
streetcar at its new outdoor home along the riverfront.

The Fundraising Campaign will formally launch on November 14, 2018 during the
streetcar’s 100th year of existence and fundraise for 351 days.
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