
Kentucky Coffeetree 
Gymnocladus dioica 

 
Hardiness Zone 3 
Mature Height 60-75 feet 
Mature Form Oval to irregular; sparsely 

branched 
Features  Large, doubly compound 

leaves composed of 
numerous leaflets; 
greenish-white flowers in 
pyramidal spikes (male 
and female on separate 
trees) offer mild interest in 
early summer; rough, 
slightly recurving bark 
offers some winter interest 

Insect or 
Diseases 

No common problems 

Culture Full sun; moist, well 
drained soil; tolerates 
drought, high pH, and salt 

Notes Tends to grow slowing in 
early years; pods on 
female trees can be 
messy 

 
Size Exposure 

 

Partial Shade Shade 

Large Medium Small 
 
 

Tolerance 
Wind 

 
No 

Uses 
Windbreak 

 
No 

Wet Sites No Street No 
Dry Sites Yes Specimen Yes 
Alkaline Soil Yes Shade Yes 

 Salt Yes  Massing No 
Air Pollution No Screen No 
Soil Compaction No Patio No 

 
 
 
 
 

Full Sun 



 


