
 

 

Honey Locust 
Gleditsia triacanthos var. inermis  

 
Hardiness Zone 5  
Mature Height 40-70 feet 
Mature Form Rounded to broad spreading, 

rather open 
Features Compound leaves with small 

leaflets, leading to a dappled 
shade under the tree; autumn 
color usually yellow 

Insect or 
Diseases 

Canker, leaf spot, powdery 
mildew, root rot, honeylocust 
borer, webworm, spider mites, 
plant bugs 

Culture Full sun; moist, well drained 
soil; tolerates drought, high pH, 
and salt 

Notes Many insect and disease 
problems have become serious 
due to the overuse of this 
species; cultivars that produce 
seed pods can be messy 

 
Size      Exposure 

 

  

  Large Medium Small 

 
Tolerance  Uses  
Wind No Windbreak No 
Wet Sites No Street Yes 
Dry Sites Yes Specimen No 
Alkaline Soil Yes Shade Yes 
Salt Yes Massing No 
Air Pollution No Screen No 
Soil Compaction No Patio No 
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