
 

 

Bitternut Hickory 
Carya cordiformis 
 
Hardiness Zone 4 
Mature Height 50-60 feet 
Mature Form Round to oblong 
Features The bark is first smooth and 

gray. Later broken into long 
plates attached at the middle, 
curving away from the trunk 
resulting in a coarsely shaggy 
appearance 

Insect or Diseases No common problems 
Culture Prefers deep, moist soils that 

range from poorly drained to 
well drained, but is often 
found in drier conditions.  
Tolerates shade in its youth, 
but needs full sun at maturity, 
and is adaptable to acidic, 
neutral, or alkaline pH soils. 

Notes Constantly raining debris from 
its fruit crop from late summer 
throughout autumn, making 
fall cleanup in urban areas 
more challenging. 
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Tolerance  Uses  
Wind No Windbreak No 
Wet Sites Yes Street No 
Dry Sites No Specimen Yes 
Alkaline Soil Yes Shade Yes 
Salt No Massing No 
Air Pollution No Screen No 
Soil Compaction No Patio No 
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