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Part 1 | Introduction

INTRODUCTION

The City of Windsor is Canada’s southernmost city, located on
the south shore of the Detroit River and Lake St. Clair. Home
to approximately 220,000 residents, Windsor is a diverse
community, with unique neighbourhoods and several major
education and employment centres, including the University of
Windsor and St. Clair College.

Windsor is the main employment, population ad cultural centre in
the Essex Region consisting of the City of Windsor, Essex County,
and Pelee Island. As such, the well being of the region is closely
linked to the activities that occur within Windsor.

Windsor is also a main port of entry between Canada and the
United States, serving as an international gateway for people
and commerce. Windsor is intimately connected with the Detroit
metropolitan area with the City of Detroit located on the north
side of the Detroit River. Windsor’s unique location has led to

a diverse population and major employment in manufacturing,
tourism, and education.

As set out in its Official Plan, Community Energy Plan Bicycle
Use Master Plan, Corporate Climate Action Plan, and the Windsor
Area Long Range Transportation Study, the City of Windsor is
committed to sustainability and recognizes the importance of
active transportation to enhance community health and safety,
reduce congestion and improve quality of life. The City is also
committed to contribute to the reduction of air pollution by
increasing opportunities for walking, cycling and transit. The City's
20-year Strategic Vision further commits to promoting active
transportation as healthy and environmentally-friendly modes of
transportation.

The City has a history of recognizing the significance active
transportation plays in shaping a sustainable, healthy, and robust
community. The adoption of the recommendations made in the
Bicycle Use Development Study in 1991 led to the construction of
the marquee Riverfront Trail. The vision and direction continued
with the development of the Bicycle Use Master Plan in 2001,
which shifted the view of bicycles as not only used for recreation
but playing an important role in the transportation system. In

the years since the adoption of the Bicycle Use Master Plan,
significant progress has been made in implementing bicycle lanes
along many of the identified routes. In fact, Windsor has been
recognized as a Bronze Bike Friendly Community since 2011.
However, with the Bicycle Use Master Plan approaching the end of
its lifespan, and with a need for a broader focus beyond cycling to
other forms of active transportation, the City is developing a new
Active Transportation Master Plan, which is referred to as Walk
Wheel Windsor.

The Active Transportation Master Plan will outline an integrated
network for cycling, walking and transit use that connects key
existing trails and pathways such as the recently completed Herb
Gray Parkway Trail and the downtown Riverfront Trail. Connecting
these high-quality pathways to a developed on-street network

will allow commuters, recreational users, and others to have safe,
convenient, attractive and fun options to travel by walking, cycling
or transit.



1.1 What is Active Transportation

Active transportation is any active trip you make to get yourself,
or others, from one place to another, whether it is to work,
school, the store, or to visit with friends and family using human
powered transportation.

Walking and cycling are the most popular and well-known forms
of active transportation. However, the definition extends much
further than that—as long as it is ‘active,” you choose the mode:
skateboarding, wheeling, pushing a stroller, accessing transit,
using a mobility aid, etc. Active transportation also includes
transit, recognizing that all transit trips start and end either on
foot or by bicycle.
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