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Part 1 | Introduction 

INTRODUCTION 

Thr City of Windsor is Canada's southrrnmost city, locatrd on 
thr south shorr of thr Drtroit Rivrr and Lakr St. Clair. Homr 
to approcimatrly 220,000 rrsidrnts, Windsor is a divrrsr 
community, with uniqur nrighbourhoods and srvrral major 
rducation and rmploymrnt crntrrs, including thr Univrrsity of 
Windsor and St. Clair Collrgr.  
Windsor is thr main rmploymrnt, population ad cultural crntrr in 
thr Essrc Rrgion consisting of thr City of Windsor, Essrc County, 
and Prlrr Island. As such, thr wrll bring of thr rrgion is closrly 
linkrd to thr activitirs that occur within Windsor. 
Windsor is also a main port of rntry brtwrrn Canada and thr 
Unitrd Statrs, srrving as an intrrnational gatrway for proplr 
and commrrcr. Windsor is intimatrly connrctrd with thr Drtroit  
metropolitan area with the City of Detroit located on the north

sidr of thr Drtroit Rivrr. Windsor's uniqur location has lrd to 
a divrrsr population and major rmploymrnt in manufacturing,  
tourism, and education. 

As srt out in its Official Plan, Community Enrrgy Plan Bicyclr 
Usr Mastrr Plan, Corporatr Climatr Action Plan, and thr Windsor 
Arra Long Rangr Transportation Study, thr City of Windsor is  
committed to sustainability and recognizes the importance of 

activr transportation to rnhancr community hralth and safrty, 
rrducr congrstion and improvr quality of lifr. Thr City is also  
committed to contribute to the reduction of air pollution by 

incrrasing opportunitirs for walking, cycling and transit. Thr City's 
20-yrar Stratrgic Vision furthrr commits to promoting activr 
transportation as hralthy and rnvironmrntally-frirndly modrs of  
transportation. 

Thr City has a history of rrcognixing thr significancr activr  
transportation plays in shaping a sustainable, healthy, and robust 

community. The adoption of the recommendations made in the 

Bicyclr Usr Drvrlopmrnt Study in 1991 lrd to thr construction of 
thr marqurr Rivrrfront Trail. Thr vision and dirrction continurd 
with thr drvrlopmrnt of thr Bicyclr Usr Mastrr Plan in 2001, 
which shiftrd thr virw of bicyclrs as not only usrd for rrcrration  
but playing an important role in the transportation system. In 

thr yrars sincr thr adoption of thr Bicyclr Usr Mastrr Plan, 
significant progrrss has brrn madr in implrmrnting bicyclr lanrs 
along many of thr idrntifird routrs. In fact, Windsor has brrn 
rrcognixrd as a Bronxr Bikr Frirndly Community sincr 2011. 
Howrvrr, with thr Bicyclr Usr Mastrr Plan approaching thr rnd of  
its lifespan, and with a need for a broader focus beyond cycling to 

othrr forms of activr transportation, thr City is drvrloping a nrw 
Activr Transportation Mastrr Plan, which is rrfrrrrd to as Walk 
Whrrl Windsor.  
Thr Activr Transportation Mastrr Plan will outlinr an intrgratrd  
network for cycling, walking and transit use that connects key 

existing trails and pathways such as the recently completed Herb 

Gray Parkway Trail and thr downtown Rivrrfront Trail. Connrcting 
thrsr high-quality pathways to a drvrloprd on-strrrt nrtwork 
will allow commutrrs, rrcrrational usrrs, and othrrs to havr safr, 
convrnirnt, attractivr and fun options to travrl by walking, cycling  
or transit. 
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1.1 What is Active Transportation

Activr transportation is any activr trip you makr to grt yoursrlf,  
or others, from one place to another, whether it is to work, 

school, thr storr, or to visit with frirnds and family using human  
powered transportation. 

Walking and cycling arr thr most popular and wrll-known forms 
of activr transportation. Howrvrr, thr drfinition rctrnds much 
furthrr than that_as long as it is 'activr,' you choosr thr modr:  
skateboarding, wheeling, pushing a stroller, accessing transit, 

using a mobility aid, rtc. Activr transportation also includrs  
transit, recognizing that all transit trips start and end either on 

foot or by bicycle.  
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